
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 It would not be at all strange if 
history came to the conclusion 
that the perfection of the bicycle 
was the greatest incident of the 
nineteenth century.   

Author Unknown 

WEATHER 

TOMORROW:  Partly cloudy with isolated showers; Min 
16° Max 30°. Wind; N/NE 10‐20 km/h 

SUNDAY: Partly cloudy with isolated showers; Min 16° 
Max 32°. Light winds 

RACV Great Victorian Bike Ride 2010 
 Why did you come on the ride? 

Narelle aged 41, Rider;
I’m doing my first RACV Great Vic Bike Ride as it has always 
been on my “Lifetime To Do List”. THANKS. 
 
Tess Huntley 13, Rider: 
I like riding bikes, and its great fun riding with my top friends 
from Toorak College. 
 
Simon Webb 62, SAG Volunteer:  
To improve my navigational skills. 
 
Bill Folder, 63, SAG Volunteer:  
To be Simon Webb’s carer. 
 
David Bracadmork, 47, Rider: 
I’m riding with my son, Tim, and the Peninsula School on my 
second RACV Great VIc. I want to experience the thrill of riding 
with my son as a peer. We have become great mates sharing 
this event. Well done all. 
 
Carl Atkinson 51, Rider. 
Took riding up 20 years ago for health and fitness. I am a 
Mentor to the young Koori riders. This ride is good. Thanks to 
all. 
 
Peter Jeppesen, 66, Rider. 
I ride for the challenge. Never assume you can’t do it. You 
have not achieved it until the ride is over.  
Cyclist’s Prayer as quoted by Peter: 

A fair tail wind, no rain and no punctures. 
 
Alison 47 Rider 
I ride for the challenge, the atmosphere; to achieve a long ride 
and to meet new people. I love looking at the various tents 
and seeing the wide variety of people, sizes and ages who 
complete the ride. 
 
Wayne McLeod, 53, Rider and Coordinator of Kurri Cycling 
Program. 
My aim is to get Koori kids involved in cycling as a healthy 
lifelong recreational sporting activity. We believe that 
activities, such as the RACV Great Vic, help to develop unity 
and through unity the ability to accept differences, being able 
to cope with and adapt to adversity. 

 

RIP Jake Becher 
A sad, sad event at the workshop, Jake Becher one of 
our long time Vollies at the workshop every Wednesday 
and on events on Main Street passed away suddenly two 
weeks before the RACV Great Vic 2010. Jake will be 
sadly missed by myself, all the Vollies, the riders and he 
has befriended and staff and management. 
Our condolences go to his family; Bella, Eddy, Ray and 
his wife Dora as well as his extended family and friends. 
 
Ray Barry 
Workshop Manager 

Tales from the Hybrid Hack; Transports of Delight

Hello from the man on the manky hybrid. It doesn’t 
matter who you are, on this ride someone is going to 
pass you, and you’re going to pass someone. So you’ll 
get to see a huge range of bikes that aren’t yours. It’s 
interesting seeing what people choose to bring with 
them for the RACV Great Vic. There are some 
recumbents on the road, which are always exciting 
(especially if you’ve ridden one), but I like the brave 
souls that have taken on the challenge of the foldables. 
You’ve probably seen them; small wheels, seat stalks 
and handlebars that go on forever. More common (a bit 
like flies, really) are the bikes that belong to the 
hardcore spandex set; five spoke wheels, tyres liubber 
razors and frames that look like an alien extrusion. They 
wsshhh past you on their third circuit of the course. But 
to be fair, these are the same riders who know and use 
impeccable road etiquette; ‘slowing, slowing, passing 
right, truck up’, so they can’t be all bad. 

Would you like to own a dot‐painted bike helmet which 
has been painted by recognised Central Australian artist 
Marlene Doolan? Her son is on the ride, along with two 
other boys from Amoonguna Community just out of 
Alice Springs. To help cover costs for the boys trip raffle 
tickets for $2 can be purchased from Graham TjilI 
Buckley. It will be drawn on the final night at Yea. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ever been left stranded at a red light for what seems like 
hours, the green a distant memory? Emma Clark takes a 
close look at traffic light sensors. 
As a solidly responsible rider you’ve pulled up at a red light 
and are waiting patiently, but as time ticks by, and the light 
refuses to budge, frustration is mounting. There’s no other 
traffic about. It’s tempting to just run the red. But should 
you? What if the lights haven’t registered your presence; 
how do you get them to ‘see’ you? 
“It has to do with the amount of metal in the bike,” says 
Steve Bean, keen bike rider and manager of Intelligent 
Transport Systems at VicRoads. “Traffic signals have inductor 
wires embedded in the road surface which are connected to 
an electronic receiver in the nearby traffic signal controller.  
“A current is passed through the loop wire, creating an 
electromagnetic field. When a metallic body such as a 
bicycle or car passes over the detector, it will produce a 
change to the electromagnetic field of the loop, registering 
its presence. Weight doesn’t affect the detection.” 
The wires are embedded into the road and sealed with an 
epoxy compound and you can usually see the telltale 
grooves in the surface of the road. All the wires connect to a 
detector pit at the kerb.  
Because bikes contain less metal than cars, to be detected 
they should be situated directly over the area of greatest 
sensitivity. The wires in each lane are looped in a figure eight 
shape, with the centre line of the box a crossover point, and 
the most sensitive location. To maximise your chances of 
triggering the light, run your wheel along this centre line.  
Always report a faulty induction loop to your local roads 
authority; that’s the only way they will know there is a 
problem. Steve told Ride On: “There is usually a phone 
number located on the traffic controller box near the traffic 
lights. You can call this number and someone will visit the 
site and retune the system.” 

 
This is an excerpt of an article published in the October‐
November issue of Ride On magazine. Ride On is the most 
widely‐read bike magazine in Australia, and is sent free to 
Bicycle Victoria members and available for $7.95 at 
newsagents around Australia. 

Vic Roads Staff Profiles 
Alexandra O'Toole 
My role at South Melbourne Police Station is to provide 
support to Eric and the troops as a supervisor and to 
coordinate and operate bicycle patrols in South Melbourne 
patrol area.  I have been involved in major Police Bicycle 
Operations for a few years and love it.

Seeing red 
Mount Pinniger Lookout Shuttle Bus 
Take the free shuttle bus up to the Eildon Dam Wall and to 
the top of Mount Pinniger for breathtaking views over 
magnificent Lake Eildon. Departing from the Eildon Visitor 
Information Centre in Main Street: 2pm, 3pm, 4pm, 5pm, 
6pm and 7pm. Round trip takes approx 50 minutes.  
 
Eildon Dining Shuttle Bus 
As well as the range of dining and entertainment options 
available in the Eildon Township there will be a number of 
other local restaurants in the surrounding district open for 
afternoon drinks and dinner on Saturday evening. A free 
shuttle bus will depart from the Eildon Visitor Information 
Centre in Main Street on the hour and every half hour 
between 4.00pm and 10.30pm on a continuous circuit 
between these restaurants. Please ensure you book early.  
 
Restaurants 
*The Happy Chef @ Eildon Waters 5773 2211 
Ride special: 10% off main menu prices 
*Rubicon Hotel 5773 2251 
*4ways Takeaway & Diner Thornton 5773 2293 
Ride special: Pasta of the day with free garlic bread $10 
*Eildon Holiday Resort 5774 2415 
Ride special: Pasta & Parma night $14 pp including drink 
*Jerusalem Creek Marina & Holiday Park 5774 2585 

What’s going on in Eildon tomorrow? 

Yea Country Market on Saturday

Situated in the very centre of the campsite is the 
wonderful Yea Country Market that will open up 
early especially for the riders!  There are over 55 stalls, 
with wonderful hot food, cappuccino machine, the day's 
newspapers; scrumptious home made goodies, unusual 
gifts to take home or to get the chrissy list down pat. Stalls 
are also offering a postal service for those of you who have 
run out of space.  The Yea Country Market, 7.30 ‐ 2.00 @ 
the historic Yea Railway on Saturday 4th December.

World Cup Announcement

Australia now deals with losing the 2022 World Cup to 
Qatar with accusations that the result was leaked to an 
Arab TV station.  Our dreams of hosting a World Cup were 
dashed in the early hours of this morning, with Qatar 
named as winner of the 2022 bidding process. A damning 
evaluation report from FIFA on the oppressive heat in 
Qatar in June and July meant little as the tiny Middle East 
nation won the vote. It is the first time the World Cup has 
been awarded to a Middle Eastern country. Australia 
crashed out in the first round of voting, garnering just one 
vote. 


